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Table 5: Recommended zoning regulations for lots requiring a minimum of 2 units 

Zoning 
Bylaw 
Parameter 

Recommended Benchmark 
Regulation 

Considerations 

Front Lot Line 
Setback 

Minimum of 5 – 6 metres 
This front lot line setback maintains 
some consistency with conditions in 
most rural and semi-rural areas. 

Rear Lot Line 
Setback 

Minimum of 6 metres for principal 
buildings 
Minimum of 1.5 metres for ADUs 

Side Lot Line 
Setbacks 

Minimum of 1.2 metres 

This minimum requirement will enable 
flexibility for a large range of lot sizes, 
configurations, and building types. 
Larger distances from property lines are 
likely to be used by builders or 
developers to meet BC Building Code 
requirements for combustible buildings, 
and to accommodate drive aisles to back 
of the property (if used).  

Maximum 
Height 

Maximum building height of 11 
metres to the mid-point of a pitched 
roof or highest point of a flat roof on 
principal buildings 
At least 8 metres for accessory 
dwelling units 

A universal height limit that permits 
three stories regardless of the method of 
measurement, site gradient, or roof style 
is recommended to help improve the 
viability and diversity of SSMUH housing 
forms.  

Maximum 
Number of 
Storeys 

3 storeys for principal dwellings 
2 storeys for accessory dwelling units 

In smaller lot settings, permitting 3 
stories may reduce the loss of trees, 
green space, or farmland. In larger lot 
settings, large distances between 
adjacent dwellings mitigate relative 
height and privacy concerns. 

Maximum Lot 
Coverage 

25-40%

Relatively low lot coverages will help limit 
the size and cost of new units on large 
lots. 25% may be appropriate for large 
lots and up to 40% for smaller lots.  

Off-Street 
Parking 
Requirements 

One space per dwelling unit 
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Table 6: Recommended zoning regulations for lots requiring a minimum of 3 or 4 
units that are less than 1,215m2 in size 

Zoning Bylaw 
Parameter 

Recommended 
Benchmark Regulation 

Considerations 

Front Lot Line 
Setback  

 Minimum of 2 metres 

A front lot line setback of 4-6 metres may be 
warranted if there are no sidewalks or public 
boulevards for trees, or to accommodate 
stormwater infrastructure or future road or 
right-of-way dedications.  

Rear Lot Line Setback 
Minimum of 1.5 metres 
for ADUs or main 
buildings  

Actual rear lot line setbacks will approximate 
5 meters if parking in rear is required due to 
parking requirements and lot configuration. 

Side Lot Line 
Setbacks  

Minimum of 1.2 metres 
Actual side setbacks will approximate 3 
meters if parking in rear is required due to 
parking requirements and lot configuration. 

Maximum Height 

Maximum building 
height of 11 metres to 
the mid-point of a 
pitched roof or highest 
point of a flat roof  

A universal height limit that permits three 
stories regardless of the method of 
measurement, site gradient, or roof style is 
recommended to help improve the viability 
and diversity of SSMUH housing forms. 

Maximum Number of 
Storeys 

 3  

Maximum Lot 
Coverage 

 50% 

Onsite parking requirements will contribute 
significantly to impervious surface coverage 
on lots. Impervious coverages exceeding 60% 
may require on-site stormwater retention 
and/or treatment. 

Off-Street 
Parking Requirements 

Maximum 0.5 
space/unit if lot is within 
800 m of transit stop 
with a bus at a 
minimum frequency of 
every 15 minutes 
(measured between 
7am – 7pm)  
Maximum 1 space/unit 
otherwise 

Other factors that could be used to set 
parking requirements include proximity to 
services (e.g., designated village or town 
centres), walk scores, and the availability of 
on-street or other parking alternatives.  
Higher maximum parking requirements (e.g., 
1.5 spaces/unit) may be appropriate in 
smaller communities with no or limited public 
transportation, or for example, where on-
street parking is impractical due to snow 
removal requirements. 
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Table 7: Recommended zoning regulations for lots requiring a minimum of 4 units 
and are more than 1,215 m2 in size 

Zoning 
Bylaw 
Parameter 

Recommended 
Benchmark Regulation 

Considerations 

Front Lot Line 
Setback  

Minimum of 4-6 metres   

Rear Lot Line 
Setback 

Minimum of 6 metres 
for main buildings 
Minimum of 1.5 metres 
for ADUs 

 

Side Lot Line 
Setbacks  

Combined minimum 
setback for side-yards of 
3 metres 

Combined side-yard setback minimums (rather than 
individual side yard minimums) increase flexibility to 
respond to site conditions, and better support use of 
side yards for exterior living space. Minimum 
distances of 1.2 – 1.5 metres from property lines may 
be required for building code considerations 
(depending on combustibility). If parking is at the 
rear, setbacks of approximately 3 to 4 meters will be 
required on the side used for vehicular access.  

Maximum 
Height 

Maximum building 
height of 11 metres to 
the mid-point of a 
pitched roof or highest 
point of a flat roof 

Depending on how height is measured by a local 
government, heights greater than 11 meters may be 
required on sloped sites to achieve 3 storeys. 

Maximum 
Number of 
Storeys 

 3  

Maximum Lot 
Coverage  

40% 
Off-street parking requirements will increase 
impervious surface coverage significantly. 

Off-Street 
Parking                    
Requirements 

Maximum 0.5 space/unit 
if lot is within 800 m of 
transit stop with a bus at 
a minimum frequency of 
every 15 minutes 
(measured between 
7am – 7pm)  
Maximum 1 space/unit 
otherwise 

Other factors to set parking requirements could 
include proximity to services (e.g. town centres), walk 
scores, and the availability of on-street or other 
parking alternatives.  
Higher maximum parking requirements (e.g., 1.5 
spaces/unit) may be appropriate in smaller 
communities with no or limited public transportation, 
or for example, where on-street parking is 
impractical due to snow removal requirements. 




