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BACKGROUND

West Kelowna’s current Zoning Bylaw No. 0265 was adopted in 2022 as part of a
comprehensive review as the last major review had not been completed since 2014.
Since then, the City completed a major update of the Official Community Plan (OCP)
following extensive consultation with the public and development community with the
adoption of the plan on September 12, 2023. The OCP established a Growth Concept
including objectives for the City’s vibrant urban centres and complete neighbourhoods
model which triggered the need for significant revisions to the Zoning Bylaw to ensure
consistency with the plan. Development of the Zoning Bylaw has also been informed by
the City’s Housing Strategy completed in November 2023, including consideration of the
City’s growing population and housing objectives, as well as reflection on the Province’s
more recent legislative changes in support of housing initiatives.

The most significant change includes the introduction of five new urban and
neighbourhood muti-residential and mixed-use zones to meet the new vision. These
changes included a comprehensive review of the Zoning Bylaw to ensure consistent
application of the new zones, which created opportunities to enhance clarity in related
regulations throughout the bylaw as well as opportunities to address emerging issues with
the bylaw. In support of the new heights and densities established in the OCP, additional
studies were completed to aid the development of revised parking regulations and density
bonusing programs. As a result of this work as well as feedback from stakeholders and
the development community through the referral process, Zoning Bylaw No. 0320 is
proposed (Attachment 1 and 2) as an opportunity to enact the changes envisioned by the
City’s new Official Community Plan.

DISCUSSION
What is a Zoning Bylaw?

The Zoning Bylaw is a bylaw that regulates the use of land through specified Zones. West
Kelowna currently has a mix of residential, rural, commercial, industrial, and park zones.
A zone specifies what use (e.g. a single detached dwelling) is permitted in that zone, the
height of a building (e.g. a maximum of 9.0 m or 3 storeys), the minimum parcel size (e.g.
1000 sqg. m), siting requirements from parcel boundaries, etc. In addition to zone specific
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requirements, the Zoning Bylaw also contains general regulations for uses that are
applicable regardless of a zone (i.e. Carriage House).

How is a Zoning Bylaw Used?

A Zoning Bylaw is used as a document during the development process to ensure that
the proposed work is compliant with the zone and general regulations of the bylaw. City
staff will reference the bylaw to respond to development inquiries and to process
development and building applications to ensure the proposed work meets the regulations
of the bylaw.

What are the Key Changes in the Proposed Zoning Bylaw?

The intent of the proposed changes was to enact the policy and land use direction from
the new Official Community Plan by introducing five new zones as an update to Zoning
Bylaw No. 265. However, given the depth of changes required to address consistent
application of the new zones, draft Zoning Bylaw No. 320 was prepared including the
following:
e Introduction of 5 new zones, with corresponding changes to related regulations
throughout the bylaw;
e Creation of a density bonusing program consistent with OCP direction;
e Update to parking regulations to address anticipated new mixed uses, density and
built form;
e Key updates to regulation and interpretation based on feedback from staff, Council
and the development community regarding the existing bylaw;
e Integration of identified corrections, errors and omissions from the more recent
Provincial housing amendments; and
e Map review of the Zoning Bylaw Schedule A.

The updates have been highlighted in three key categories below noted as major
changes, minor changes, and mapping changes. While these have been categorized for
convenience, many of the minor changes pose frequent challenges to builders, designers
and the development community and present a significant opportunity for applicants and
staff to save time during application processing.

In addition to the general summary below, a detailed table of the proposed Zoning Bylaw
highlighting the changes from the existing Bylaw has been included with this report
(Attachment 3 - Summary of Amendments Table). The summary table includes the
rationale for each of the identified changes.

Major Changes

NEW ZONE - Westbank Urban Centre — Mixed Use Corridor Zone (WUC1):

e Establish principal and secondary uses consistent with OCP to promote:
o high density, mixed use (residential, commercial, office uses);
o Walkable, pedestrian focused areas;
o Public uses - retail, entertainment, hospitality on ground level;
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o Private uses — residential and office on upper floors
e Set building heights at a maximum of 19 storeys, where new urban design for tall
buildings will be addressed through the Development Permit process; and
e Seta Base Density of 2.6 FAR that permits buildings up to 6 storeys on most sites,
and allows up to a Maximum Density of 6.5 FAR with Density Bonus based on
analysis of a realistic building form up to 19 storeys.

NEW ZONE - Westbank Urban Centre — Commercial Core Zone (WUC?2):

e Establish principal and secondary uses consistent with OCP to promote:
o higher density commercial uses;
o Focus on office and retail with residential opportunities;
o Walkable, pedestrian focused areas;

e Set building heights at a maximum of 15 storeys, where new urban design for tall
buildings and transition to outlying areas will be addressed through the
Development Permit process; and

e Seta Base Density of 2.6 FAR that permits buildings up to 6 storeys on most sites,
and allows up to a Maximum Density of 5.1 FAR with Density Bonus based on
analysis of a realistic building form up to 15 storeys.

NEW ZONE - Westbank Urban Centre — Residential Shoulder Zone (WUC3):

e Establish principal and secondary uses consistent with OCP to promote:
o Multi-unit residential uses and mixed uses on first 4 storeys;
o Residential opportunities with focus on diverse housing types with various
levels of affordability to support commercial uses in the Westbank Urban
Centre,
o Walkable, pedestrian focused areas with consideration for public amenities;
e Set building heights at a maximum of 12 storeys, where new urban design for tall
buildings and transition from the Urban Centre to adjacent lower
density/agricultural areas will be addressed through the Development Permit
process; and
e Set a Base Density of 2.3 FAR for 100% residential, and 2.6 FAR for mixed use
that permits buildings up to 6 storeys on most sites, and allows up to a Maximum
Density of 4.1 FAR with Density Bonus based on analysis of a realistic building
form up to 12 storeys.

NEW ZONE - Boucherie Urban Centre Zone (BUC1):

e Establish principal and secondary uses consistent with OCP to promote:
o A second Urban Centre with housing, employment, commercial and
recreational opportunities;
o Multi-unit residential uses and mixed uses;
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o Walkable, pedestrian focused areas with consideration of the proximity to a
transit hub and existing community amenities;

e Set building heights at a maximum of 12 storeys, where new urban design for tall
buildings and transition to the outlying areas will be addressed through the
Development Permit process; and

e Set a Base Density of 2.3 FAR for 100% residential, and 2.6 FAR for mixed use
that permits buildings up to 6 storeys on most sites, and allows up to a Maximum
Density of 4.1 FAR with Density Bonus based on analysis of a realistic building
form up to 12 storeys.

TALL BUILDING REGULATIONS — WUC1, WUC2, WUC3, and BUC1 ZONES:

e For consistent application of regulations for tall buildings and street interface, all
the proposed new Urban Centre zones incorporate:
o Design requirements for tall buildings that include a podium and stepbacks
to any tower portion, as well as tower separation; and
o Setbacks similar to existing commercial zones in the current bylaw until
such time as the Westbank Centre Revitalization Plan is updated to address
more specific street network design considerations.

NEW ZONE - Neighbourhood Centre Zone (NC1):

e Establish principal and secondary uses consistent with OCP to promote:

o 4 neighbourhood centres and 1 village centre to provide local services close
to residential areas in keeping with complete communities concepts;

o Multi-unit residential uses and mixed uses with commercial development
scaled to the neighbourhood level,

o Walkable, pedestrian focused areas with consideration to enhanced access
to and from the area;

e Set building heights at a maximum of 6 storeys, where new urban design for mid-
rise buildings and transition to the outlying areas will be addressed through the
Development Permit process;

e Set a Base Density of 2.0 FAR with surface parking, and 2.35 FAR with 80% non-
surface parking;

¢ Includes design requirements for mid-rise buildings that include a stepback for
buildings fronting a street that are taller than 4 storeys; and

e Incorporates setbacks similar to existing commercial zones in the current bylaw
until such time as more specific street network designs have been considered for
neighbourhood centres.
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Density Bonus

A Density Bonusing Analysis® was completed to support the development of a Density
Bonus program in the draft Zoning Bylaw, in consideration of priority housing identified in
the Housing Strategy and policy direction outlined in the OCP. The report analyzed
current market conditions, tested a number of market scenarios, and made
recommendations on potential density bonus options which recouped 50-75% of land
values. As guided by this analysis and feedback from the development community, rates
have been revised down to an estimated 10% of land values.

As revised, the proposed density bonusing program permits additional density in the
Urban Centres up to a maximum height either with the construction of priority housing, or
with a cash-in-lieu payment, with some exemptions for market rental housing up to 12
storeys. Other related updates were also identified to address new terminology and to
ensure consistency in the bylaw, as well as consideration of the Province’s Bill 16
direction in their Interim Guidance: Inclusionary Zoning and Density Bonus document.
Amendments related to the proposed density bonus program include the following:

e Revise housing related definitions and regulation to provide additional clarity and
address developer feedback regarding when requirements are being triggered.

e Establish density bonus rates (See Table 1 below, which is noted as Table 3.17 in
the draft Zoning Bylaw).

o Enable a density bonus program to support affordable housing initiatives
through a reserve fund more focused on non-market housing, while
reflecting current market and economic conditions with a more reasonable
rate (10% of the increase in land value) that will not stifle free-market
housing development.

o Do not distinguish between the building type, such as wood frame or
concrete construction, to allow for flexibility in form as the market conditions
are anticipated to change with decreasing interest rates, etc., and density is
encouraged within the Urban Centres.

o Include significant reductions based on development feedback to the rates
included in the original referred draft bylaw - Reduced rates from 50% for
wood frame and 25% for concrete down to 10% for both types of
construction.

o Exempt market rental development up to and including 12 storeys from
density bonus payments to incentivize the provision of purpose-built rentals
and apply density bonus requirements for 13 storeys and above to promote
priority housing goals for a portion of the taller buildings?.

! Density Bonusing Analysis, May 3, 2024, completed by Urban Systems

2 The Density Bonus report notes that current market conditions are challenging for the potential construction of
buildings above 6 storeys, which may limit the short-term use of the program above 6 storeys for condominiums
and above 12 storeys for rental buildings. This current challenge was also reiterated in feedback from the
development community. However, reductions in interest rates and other changing market conditions may also
improve the likelihood of taller building construction in the future. Changing market scenarios are the key factor
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o Exempt any non-market rental affordable housing projects from density
bonus payments.

Table 1: Revised Density Bonus Rates (Table 3.17 in the draft Zoning Bylaw)

Apartment Building Type REVISED Bonus Density Original Draft Bonus
Rate Density Rate

Residential only, wood frame, condominium
tenures

Mixed-use (condominium residential above
commercial), up to maximum height (wood $71.00/m2 ($6.60/sf) $355.00/m? ($33.00/sf)
frame)

Residential only, concrete, condominium
tenure

Mixed-use, concrete, condominium
residential above commercial

100% Market rental development (wood
frame or concrete), 13 storeys and up to $71.00/m2 (56.60/sf) Does not apply
maximum height

100% Market rental development (wood
frame or concrete), up to and including 12 Does not apply Does not apply
storeys

$71.00/m2 ($6.60/sf) $355.00/m? ($33.00/sf)

$71.00/m2 ($6.60/sf) $177.60/m? ($16.50/sf)

$71.00/m2 ($6.60/sf) $177.60/m? ($16.50/sf)

Multiple Residential Adaptability

Consistent with the Housing Strategy to encourage a variety of housing forms in tenure
and type, a new regulation (Section 3.30) was drafted to ensure that a minimum of 20%
of all new multiple residential units are built to adaptability standards to address the needs
of our aging population. In Urban and Neighbourhood Centres only, this requirement is
matched with a density bonus offset as an incentive to construct in the identified areas.
In other areas, this requirement is not offset and is intended to act as a further incentive
to develop multiple residential development within the identified centres rather than in
outlying areas of the City that do not promote efficient use of City services or transit
infrastructure.

Parking

A Parking Management Study® was completed to provide technical support to augment
staff research as part of the Zoning Bylaw review in recognition of the new zones with
related mixes uses, increases in density, and taller built forms. The report included a
review of comparable municipalities, estimates of current parking availability and
forecasted demands based on anticipated growth patterns identified in the OCP, and
concluded with an analysis of pertinent parking management practices and
recommendations for the City for both on and off-street parking. The study also

supporting the need to complete regular updates to a density bonus program, such as on an annual basis.
Following the referral process, edits were also made to this table to close an unintended loophole requiring
priority housing types above 12 storeys for market rental projects.

3 parking Management Study, March 2024, prepared by Urban Systems
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considered some specific parking challenges for the City, such as parking related to
school use, restaurants, short term rentals and accessory dwelling units, live-work
spaces, and strata townhouse developments. Further, the study reviewed emerging
trends within parking and provided recommendations regarding regulatory standards and
parking management.

The study recommended that the City consider consolidating land uses into main
categories where possible, convert parking rates in some cases to a new "metric" or way
of measuring the parking rate, and expand some existing lower parking rates to both new
Urban Centres. Future staged reductions in parking rates are also recommended as the
City experiences anticipated future growth and densification within our identified Urban
and Neighbourhood Centres. The Parking Study identified potential trigger points* for
the City to monitor and identify when it may be appropriate to consider the next step in
the recommended approaches to regulate parking and loading areas, which included both
on-street and off-street recommendations. As the Zoning Bylaw draft is focused on off-
street parking, it is anticipated that other on-street recommendations from the study will
be incorporated in future bylaw and master plan reviews, such as updates to the Works
and Services Bylaw and to the Westbank Centre Revitalization Plan.

Key changes to the Part 4 — Off-Street and Parking and Loading include the following:

e Update required parking spaces in Table 4.1 which consolidated land uses into
main categories, converted parking rates to new unit of measurement, and
included both Urban Centres in the existing lower parking rates. Some minor
revisions to parking rates were included as part of the consolidation, but no major
increase or decreases in parking rates were initiated.

e Update required bicycle parking regulations:

o Revise Table 4.7 Bicycle Parking Requirements

o Update regulations related to dimensions and electric outlets to reflect
modernized biking trends

o Add bicycle repair stations for 20 or more bike parking spaces

o Delete the cash-in-lieu of bike parking provision to support installation of
bike parking

e Update loading space regulations:

o Revise Table 4.8 Loading Space Requirements to consolidate land uses
into 3 main categories®

o Clarify how loading spaces are calculated

o Require car loading spaces to be signed with 15-minute maximum stay

4 Trigger points include measurable parameters such as transit service access and frequency, development
pressure by number of applications, parking occupancy data, % of land with access to sidewalks or within 200 m of
cycling network, etc.

5 The Parking Management Study recommended future consideration to implement time restrictions for loading
and delivery, consolidate delivery locations to optimize the amount of space required, and identify specific on-
street loading based available to delivery vehicles at particular times of day. These recommendations may be
considered through future updates to the Works and Services Bylaw, or through the road network planning as part
of the update to the Westbank Centre Revitalization Plan.

P 22-08, Zoning Bylaw No. 0320 (APC Consideration)




o ldentify where loading spaces may be permitted off-site under limited
circumstances

Add Electric Vehicle Charging Requirements (Section 4.13) for new buildings to
install EV charging, outline exceptions, and set differential rate for residential
versus non-residential units (Zoning Bylaw, Table 4.12) as per Parking Study
recommendations, consideration of comparable jurisdictions, and in accordance
with Provincial targets for sales of EVs
Update cash-in-lieu of parking spaces and shared parking regulation to clarify that
they only apply to the new Urban Centre zones and do not apply to any remnant
zones
Expand the Cooperative/Car Share Vehicles regulation to include the
Neighbourhood Centre Zone, with the Urban Centre zones, clarified the rate
permitted, and add a requirement for EV charging
Revise parking landscaping requirements for consistency with OCP DP guidelines
Add new regulation to restrict conversion of designation parking spaces to
commercial parking spaces and require property owners to maintain required
parking, including signage
Consolidate Parking Dimensions and Development Standards and updated other
related regulations and drawings to reflect definitions for access, driveway and
drive aisle and consistency with the proposed draft Traffic Bylaw
Update length of small car parking spaces in dimensions and related drive aisle
widths
Add vertical clearance requirements for parking spaces consistent with regional
comparatives
Add new regulation to ensure required accessible parking spaces are maintained
for the life of the building or land use
Update parking regulations to consider the new zones and how the new mixed
uses are incorporated across the parking regulations, e.g. where small car spaces
are permitted and how parking is calculated for mixed use scenarios in new zones
Delete Truck and Boat Trailer Parking Spaces requirements to reduce surface
space dedication to boat and trailer parking freeing up land for priority land uses

Minor Changes

Interpretation:

Add definitions to address new built form requirements (Live-Work Unit/ Podium/
Skyway, Stepback/ Tower/ Urban Plaza)

Update definitions to address new housing related terminology introduced with the
clarification of various types of regulated housing (Care facility, Major/ Care facility,
Minor)

Add definitions to address new housing related terminology introduced with priority
housing types, the clarification of various types of regulated housing and the new
density bonusing program (Affordable housing/ Child care, Major/ Child care Minor/
Congregate Housing/ Density bonus/ Emergency Shelter/ Group home/
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Household/ Social Housing (Addictions, Mental Health or Corrections)/ Rent-
controlled housing/ Rent-geared-to-income (RGI) housing)

Update definitions to address new construction methods for low density residential
dwellings (Breezeway, Carriage House/ Single detached dwelling/ Mobile Home/
Modular Home)

Add definitions to address new elective vehicle parking requirements (Level 2
Electric Charing Standard)

Update ‘amenity space’ definition to address new OCP direction for where amenity
space may be permissible in anticipation of new built form within the new zones
Update ‘dwelling’ and ‘guest room’ definitions for consistency with more recent
changes to accessory dwelling units (secondary suites, carriage house, etc.)

Add definitions to address consistent use of related parking regulations and for
consistency with other City bylaws (Access/ Drive aisle/ Drive through/ Driveway)
Update ‘wet bar definition to clarify that a wet bar is not permitted within an
accessory structure.

Update ‘finished ground’, ‘grade’ and ‘height’ definitions and added a definition for
‘cantilevered building or structure’ to simplify and correct where height is measured
from

Update definitions to add references to the new zones as applicable

General Regulations:

Update all references to new zones as applicable and deleted obsolete sections
replaced by new zones

Update all reference to new or revised definitions as noted above

Update list of uses and structures permitted in all zones (transit charging
infrastructure, emergency access, types of temporary buildings)

Revise temporary use of a dwelling during construction to simplify and confirm
permitted types of dwellings

Update types of structures exempted from height regulations (rooftop accesses,
transit charging infrastructure)

Update siting exemptions to address projections into stepbacks for taller buildings
and transit charging infrastructure

Add regulation to clarify what types of plumbing facilities are permitted or restricted
in an accessory building to prevent unauthorized conversions to accessory
dwelling units

Revise retaining wall regulations to clarify where they are included in the
measurement of height as part of a building or structure

Update secondary suite regulations for consistency with new SSMUH regulation
Update carriage house regulations to permit a deck, balcony or roof top patio only
where located 6 m from adjacent property or adequately screened

Add regulation to address drive through related land uses to accommodate OCP
direction to only permit where site design addressees parking and access, and to
establish a process for their consideration
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Add regulation requiring urban plazas within urban centres under specified
conditions

Agricultural Zones:

Update the list of permitted uses to include child care, minor to support daycare
opportunities consistent with OCP policy direction

Rural Zones:

Update the list of permitted uses to include child care, minor to support daycare
opportunities consistent with OCP policy direction

Update the list of permitted uses to include both mobile and modular homes based
on the new definitions that are more regionally consistent and as per OCP policy
direction

Revise maximum height for consistency at 11 m for 3 storey buildings

Residential Zones:

Revise purpose for revised zones adjacent to new Urban Centre Zones

Update list of permitted uses to address new definitions for child care, minor, and
child care, major to support daycare opportunities consistent with OCP policy
direction

Update list of permitted uses to address new definitions for modular home, and
mobile home (only where permitted in RMP and R1M) and to replace references
to manufactured home definition that was deleted to enact new definitions that are
more regional consistent and as per OCP policy direction

Revise maximum height for consistency at 16 m for 4 story buildings, 11 m for 3
storey buildings

Update maximum FAR for the R3 and R4 zones based on creating a density
hierarchy through the zones that also considers surface and non-surface parking
preferences

Commercial Zones:

Rename the C1 and C2 zones and updated purpose and permitted uses to more
appropriately reflect the scale and intensity of permitted uses for areas lying
outside Centres, where some uses have been removed from the C1 zone

Revise maximum height in the C2 and C5 zone for consistency at 11 m for 3 storey
buildings, and in the C1, C4 and C6 zones for consistency at 16 m for 4 storey
buildings

Update maximum FAR for the C1 zone based on creating a density hierarchy
through the zones that also considers surface and non-surface parking
preferences
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e Add drive through regulations to the C1 and C3 zones that ensure that the
‘restaurant’ use no longer automatically permits drive though use consistent with
the five new zones

Industrial Zones:

e Increase maximum caretaker units from 1 to 2 units as per previous Council
direction during review of the OCP

Parks and Institutional Zones:

e Update the list of permitted uses to include child care, major to support daycare
opportunities consistent with OCP policy direction

¢ Revise maximum height for consistency at 16 m for 4 storeys for an educational
building

Comprehensive Development Zones:

e Revise maximum height for consistency at 11 m for 3 storey buildings in the CD-1
and CD-7 zones

e Update legal descriptions to address current status of parcels in the CD-1 and CD-
2 zones

e Correct the CD3 zone for omission related to consistency with the more recent
Provincial housing amendments

Mapping Changes:

As part of the Zoning Bylaw review process, the City reviewed the zoning status of City
owned properties, lands owned and managed as parks, and split zoned parcels flagged
during map reviews completed as part of the Small Scale Multi-Unit Housing analysis.
Where consistent with the Official Community Plan, zoning amendments have been
proposed to:

e Rezone City owned properties to allow for potential redevelopment by the City
more in keeping with the OCP land use designation and policy direction, or in some
cases to also more accurately reflect existing civic and institutional uses;

e Rezone some recent park acquisitions, to reflect actual park use and to correct
boundary map errors; and

e Eliminate unnecessary split zoning where final subdivision layouts did not match
original zoning completed at the neighbourhood scale creating small pockets of
split zones.

The draft Schedule A map was distributed as part of the referral process. A summary of
the sixteen (16) mapping changes has been provided, which includes details regarding
the proposed amendment, the property location with small inset map, and the rationale
for each change (Attachment 4 — Summary of Mapping Changes).
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REFERRAL COMMENTS

The proposed changes have been considered through an internal and external review
process, which includes relevant Provincial agencies, development community members,
adjacent regional jurisdictions, and Council committees. The following is a summary of
the feedback provided:

Agricultural Land Commission (ALC)

The ALC noted that although many of the proposed amendments did not affect the
Agricultural Land Reserve, those that did were consistent with the ALC Act and
regulations. Additional comments were provided noting that Zoning Bylaw does not follow
the recommended 30 m setback for residential structures against the ALR boundary from
the Ministry of Agriculture’s Edge Planning document but acknowledged that this was not
a change from previous zoning bylaws.

Archaeology Branch, Ministry of Forests

The Archaeology Branch reviewed the draft bylaw and mapping changes and provided
detailed comments primarily focused on the proposed mapping changes. They noted
that there were no known archaeology sites recorded on any of the subject properties,
and then identified which properties had either a high potential for previously unidentified
archaeological sites, or ones that did not indicate a high potential. This information has
been recorded on the property files as reference for any future development.

BC Transit

BC Transit noted that they support the intensification of land use and development in
areas already served by transit and particularly in areas served by fast and frequent
transit, such as route 97 Okanagan, as well supporting policies and regulations that help
shift transportation mode-share away from private automobile use and towards both
transit and active transportation. Recommendations to include siting and height
exemptions for anticipated on-route charging infrastructure have been included in the
proposed bylaw, and the use was added as a permitted use in all zones. Parking
reductions associated with the BC Transit pass incentives were also increased based on
the recommendation and a review of the costs associated with the proposed program.
Other recommendations to reduce parking requirements in areas served by transit, within
400 m of transit stop, or with parking demand assessments, as well as increasing the
number of parking space reductions permitted with cash-in-lieu regulations or as part of
parking demand assessments were not incorporated at this time. This is based on
recommendations from the Parking Study completed in support of the Zoning Bylaw to
defer additional parking reductions until future phases associated with higher density
development having been constructed in the centres. BC Transit notes that general
reductions in overall parking requirements, and even implementing parking maximums
supports Transit use in areas where it is available, as the availability of parking and
particularly free parking has a negative correlation to transit ridership.
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Fortis BC

Fortis reviewed the draft bylaw and mapping changes and noted that they have no
objections or concerns.

Interior Health

Interior Health recommended establishing minimum distances for alcohol production
facilities and cannabis retail stores from schools similar to cannabis production facilities;
noted minor text edits for consistency on how waste water requirements are noted,;
identified small corrections such as omitted reference to middle school in one section,
and recommendations for pedestrian connectivity through cul-de-sac design and
consideration for enhanced tree retention regulation. The minor edits and corrections
(Section 3.5 and 3.18) have been included in the draft Zoning Bylaw for consideration.
As setbacks for cannabis production and retail were originally considered with the
introduction of cannabis regulations and alcohol retail has never had enhanced setbacks,
no additional changes have been proposed at this time to increase setbacks from schools.
As an update to the Works and Services Bylaw is underway, updates to any road design
standards will consider enhanced pedestrian connectivity through best practice and the
comment regarding cul-de-sac design has been noted by the Engineering Department.
Action items related to the development of an urban tree canopy plan and policy were
already noted in the OCP, where it is anticipated that tree retention will be considered
with those plans when they proceed.

Ministry of Agriculture

The Ministry of Agriculture reviewed the draft bylaw and mapping changes and had no
concerns.

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure reviewed the draft bylaw and mapping
changes and granted preliminary approval® for the rezoning.

Regional District of Central Okanagan (RDCO)

RDCO Planning Services has no concerns with the draft bylaw and note where policies
support the Regional Growth Strategy. RDCO Parks Services supports the proposed
zoning amendments to the identified RDCO Parks (Attachment 4 Summary of Mapping
Changes).

Urban Development Institute (UDI)

In addition to the City’s formal referral, City staff and the consulting team at Urban
Systems met with the Urban Development Institute (UDI) Okanagan Chapter over two
separate meetings to allow opportunity to exchange technical information and feedback
regarding the proposed Zoning Bylaw. This included specific consideration of the new

6 The Zoning Bylaw requires final approval by MOTI under the preliminary approval prior to Jun 20, 2025.
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zones, as well as the details and background for the new density bonus program.
Following these meetings, UDI provided a formal response letter dated August 19, 2024
(see Attachment 5) with feedback and recommendations for consideration as part of the
referral process. UDI appealed to the City to consider eliminating the proposed density
bonus charge, and if the density program must be implemented that they urged the City
to consider enabling building heights to be increased and setting the charge at a
significantly lower rate. As a result of this feedback and additional review of the economic
analysis completed with the Density Bonus Study’, as well as a review of the Province’s
new Interim Guidance: Inclusionary Zoning and Density Bonus document, changes have
been proposed in the Density Bonus section. As detailed in the Discussion section above,
this includes significant reductions in the density bonus rate (proposed Zoning Bylaw,
Table 3.17), as well as clarification of related definitions and regulations based on
guestions that came up during the feedback process.

Next Steps

As the proposed Zoning Bylaw is consistent with the OCP, a Public Hearing is not required
by the Local Government Act. If Council wishes to hold a Public Hearing, one would be
scheduled following First and Second Reading, and following the Public Hearing, the
Bylaw would be scheduled for consideration of Third Reading. If Council wishes to
proceed without a Public Hearing, they may consider the Bylaw for First and Second
Reading, or for First, Second and Third Reading, with the latter enabling a faster
processing of the Bylaw. Should Third Reading pass, the Bylaw is required to be referred
to the Ministry of Transportation Infrastructure (MOTI) for sign-off prior to consideration
of adoption.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

In providing recommendations to City staff and Council, the APC may wish to consider
the following:

e The proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaw are intended to enact the vision of the
City’s new Official Community Plan, as well as implementing elements from the
Housing Strategy that enable housing opportunities across tenure, type, and form
with a focus on mixed-use development within the City’s Urban and
Neighbourhood Centres.

e Proposed uses and regulation support development densities and heights that
promote economic development in areas that enhance community walkability with
access to transit and encourage the advancement of cultural and social
opportunities.

7 Density Bonus Study was completed by Urban Systems in May 2024 in support of the drafting of the proposed
Zoning Bylaw and a density bonus program based on the current market and economic conditions affecting land
development. The study included interviews with the local development community, as well as intensive analysis
of the land economics with current data from 2023 and 2024 to ensure that the program was relevant to current
conditions.
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e Specific comments would be appreciated should the APC have any concerns with
the proposed Zoning Bylaw, so that they may be further investigated or considered
prior to staff providing a recommendation to Council as part of consideration of the
draft bylaw.

Respectfully submitted,

Carla Eaton, Senior Planner
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