


The Okanagan Basin Water Board
• Founded more than 50 years ago 
• Focus on projects and programs that benefit 

the Okanagan watershed as a whole



Meet the Directors

Scott Boswell



Source water protection –
what it is and why it matters …
• Source water protection is the safeguarding of the quality and 

quantity of drinking water sources (rivers, streams, lakes, reservoirs, 
springs, groundwater) and their contributing areas 

• Source water protection is the first barrier in the multi-barrier 
‘source-to-tap’ approach to minimize impacts to human health

• Drinking water sources can be easily contaminated and long-term 
issues can develop that are costly or even impossible to remediate

• Source water protection also delivers cumulative socio-economic 
benefits and ecological services



Challenges
• Multi-use watersheds = many 

players, many sources of 
contamination

• Land development = more 
impermeable surfaces, less 
infiltration

• Climate change = more 
frequent landslides and 
erosion, flooding, increased 
runoff, wildfire

• Complicated legislative 
framework = conflicting 
mandates, gaps in authority



Water governance in BC involves 23 pieces of 
legislation







Every 
elevation 
layer 
generates 
source 
water 
protection 
issues …



Drinking Water Protection Act
• Conditions on Permit:

• Source Water Assessment
• Delineate water source
• Identify the hazards
• Assess the risk
• Recommend actions

• Response Plan
• Develop and implement a plan to 

reduce risk



The toolkit supports an informed, coordinated, and 
collaborative approach to source water protection

 Clarifies the source protection planning process – saves water 
suppliers TIME and MONEY and makes regulators happy

 Compiles and delivers best practices 
 Enables communities to draw on successes and lessons 

learned of others
 Helps communities understand and use their jurisdiction to 

protect water sources
 Teaches communities how to build awareness and gain 

support (political and public)





www.sourcewaterprotectiontoolkit.ca



Key Messages







www.sourcewaterprotectiontoolkit.ca

THANK YOU!

http://www.sourcewaterprotectiontoolkit.ca/
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